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Foreword

The urban transition is a central phenomenon in Viét Nam, affecting all aspects of
social, cultural, economic and politidee. For the next 25 years, Vietnamese cities are
expected to grow at an annual rate of 6%, with the result that the proportion of urban
population will increase from 30 to 50% (MoC, 2009). Such a rapid transition inevitably
produces significant changeseveryday life.

A number of researchers have focused their attention on understanding the urban
transition. Fieldwork is mainly carried out on the peripheral areas of large cities where a
dense mesh of villages are facing a process of acceldratgtl urbanization, both
spontaneous in nature and as an outcome of
use conversions. As a result of this planning approach, the right to use land for
agricultural purposes is revoked by the government, concessionsaatedyto private
devel oper s ‘etate dogparationsa and llagers are forced to abandon their
agricultural livelihood to enter retraining programs and join the service industry in
either the formal or informal sectors. Plagued by conflicts,glocess has given rise to
bitter struggles over land compensation, by tensions between villagers and the newly
arrived urban population, and by conflicts between different jurisdictions whether local,
provincial or national. In addition to these consjias shifts, major changes stemming
from the economic reforms introduced in the country during the 1980s have contributed
significantly to the redefine the national economic structure, everyday life patterns of
consumption, and work and strdetel behawurs.

This research brief is the result of a project conducted between 2007 and 2010 on An
Khg8nh and TOn Tri Qu, two periurban incorpol
i n Vi°t Nam: | s $he ®lowiray mukstidhs voere pasadt s 0 ) .

1. What arethe strategies used by village inhabitants to address the social, cultural
and economic shifts spurred on by urbanization, in relation to the following
issues:

a. The labour market;

b. Patterns of consumption, in particular regarding the purchase of food;

c. The management of family conditions (gender relations, mobility
opportunities, etc.);

d. Conflict arbitration and relationships between newcomers and host
communities

! Following the introduction of the Y i  referms in the 1980s, the state has progressivelatized its public enterprises by
registering them as a joistock company under the Private Enterprise Act, while retaining control of a majority of their shares.
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2. Has the perception of residents towards the urban transition changed in anyway
according to thevay in which the central state framed urbanization?

3. Have these shifts led to the creation of civil society organisations? To what
extent do they take part in planning decisions?

4. How are populations and governments addressing environmental problems
arisingfrom urbanization?

In close collaboration with our colleagues from the Sustainable Development Institute
for the North (SDIN) of the Viethamese Academy of Social Sciences (VASS), this
research deals with the wider context of the ongoing discussion omzatian in Viét

Nam. Its importance can be seen through the urban development process for the 2050
Masterplan and the numerous debates appearing in daily newspapers.

Despite its low circulationN g . y i , a feadihghridgazine covering urban affairs, is
playing a major role in these debates. Indeed, its main objective is to examine urban
transition in spatial as well as social, economic and political terms. Our interest was
immediately piqued.

The content analysis that follows aims to highlight the médgemes that have surfaced

in the specialized but critical discussion on urbanization in Viét Nam. The magazine is
intended primarily for urban professionals and seeks to go beyond the strictly
architectural or urban topics that are commonly considerezkpgrts. The magazine is
tying to actively take part in the urbanization process in Viét Nam, by directing
attention on policies and programs and on everyday behaviour patterns.

The magazi neds c o nrmamgingpsblicidébatelitbat is tagipleceinh e wi de
Viet Nam and the key concerns being addressed. We hand searched each issue
published in the first two years of the magazine and a summary of the key articles is
included in the appendix. Selection of the four major topics covered in this review

based on the number of articles on these topics. If this review can provide insight into

local and everyday debates on urban transition in Viét Nam, the summaries can also

serve as a database to facilitated@pth explorations. This research briethie second

in a series produced on Viét Nam, which aims to provide instruments for action and

thought on the unfolding urban transition in Viét Nam.
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Introduction

OVERVI EW OF NGh' | nD TH, MAGAZI NE

I n Vietnamese, i haea!lischdneder gr urbah pedpg vy

Ng_. yiI magazihehfdims part of the media landscape in Viét Nam. It is vital,
however, to situate it among other magazines and newspapers read by urban
professionals to identify the nature of the contribigiomade byNg _ y i  to the t h I
ways in which urbanization issues in Viét Nam are framed.

Media and the urban Athemeodo in Vi®°t Nam

The major daily newspapers in Viét Nam &re o n(lialmogr), T u Y i (Yd@uth),
Thanh Nién(Young People),Ti Zn RFhooeery An online version of these
newspapers is available free of charg@ther important sources of news and current
events include webased newspapers (in particuléetnamne?), blogs and discussion
forums (i.e. Tathy’ for white-collar workers orWe b f ¥ idedicated to young
parents). For specific areas of interest, there are popular magazines su¢hwas t _
(Investment), T h y i b&§o ki®nthe tradk nagé in Er@lismis The Saigon
Times),Thyi b8o ki (the tradé\nameiinMEnglisN & Mdonomy) andlia
Sang(Sun Rays). As their name suggests, the first three magazines focus on economics
and business, whil€ia Sang(published by the Ministry of Science and Technology) is
academic and intellectual in scope. These magazines all offefine versiorf as well,

and some of the articles are translated into English.

2Lao n http:/@www.laodong.com.vn/

T u ‘Tir TWitp:/tuoitre.vn/
Thanh Nién: http://www.thanhnien.com.vn/

Ti Qn PHitw/iwgw.tienphong.vn/

® Vietnamnet: http://viethamnet.vn/

4 Tathy: http://www.tathy.com/thanglong/
*Web tr Hiitp: A'wlvi. webtretho.com/home/index.php

® The reference to i S~ i G,no0: this was the name given to HCM City before r
the media and in everyday conversations in Viét Nam. In Ng o nSai Gorh and HCM City are both used
interchangeably. As HCM City is the official name, we will refer to it throughout this paper.

"n f u : http/www.vir.com.vn/
Th" i b 8o ki nhitp/twiw.tBesaigon@Gmes.vn/Home/
Th® i ibgl tkJ \hitp://tnechromy.vn/
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Urban news are featured 1 n Trheygulba8ro skeicnthi otn/s ,
Gonor fABusinesso and dAMmfyi a Ht8rou kti wkesvst Al avni nMtn g
items exploring the topic of the urban environment, for example regarding the master

plan of H” N,i or H° Ch2 Mi n latedpioblgmsgredHCM Ci t vy
also featured in sections focusing on society, national policies or the environment. Full

length reports and investigation stories are published in newspapers along with the daily

news stories. For example, following the merger of thenér province of Ha Tay with

the capitalregondffi”™ N, i, a series of investigative re
on Viethamneiexamining real estate transactions conducted between the local farmers

of Ha Tay and property developers from the city. Critical reports relating to urban

development progt s ar e someti mes published, such as
camping to monitor their | and®? whichdfindsake t he
evidence that farmers in Qu  c¢c Oai (former pr

their rice fieldsand make way for a golf course.

In addition, wekbasedTuanvietnar®, which is a special column Mietnamnetfosters

more interactive discussions and exchanges between writers and readers. It often
publishes oged letters on urbanization and encourageg land of reader to hold
Awi-rd@ngi ngod discussions on a host of 1issues.
fact experts in urban planning or in some cases Vietnamese students abroad.

Two magazines focusing on urban issues are available in an eledbonat,n * t h I

(Urban) andKi nh t QUL Banmn hElconomy, published by the
H* N, i) . It should be mentioned that, despit
the housing market and new urban developments. In this cohtext, Iy i  setvd3

as the main information source on urban issues with a large numbedeystim critical

analyses and a commitment towards social concerns.

General information about Ng~ o' i nt tha

The magazine was launched in 2006 asmadmthly publication vth a total circulation

of 3000 to 4000. These copies are sold through most newsstands located in the centers

of H" N, i and HCM City. With the editorial
intellectuals their target audience, the magazine is distribigadtheir place of work

and residence.

® The report can be found here: http://viethamnet.vn/psks/201005/Nong-dan-lap-leu-canh-dat-tranh-thu-cay-trom-
910843/ (last accessed on May 25 2010)

° Tuanvietnam: www.tuanvietnam.net



http://vietnamnet.vn/psks/201005/Nong-dan-lap-leu-canh-dat-tranh-thu-cay-trom-910843/
http://vietnamnet.vn/psks/201005/Nong-dan-lap-leu-canh-dat-tranh-thu-cay-trom-910843/
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The readership is between the ages of 25 to 50 and is made up primarily of men. The
editor classifies his readers according to four distinct groups based on their profession:
managers/administrators, business peoplonoters), scientists, as well as urban
dwellers.

The magazine received initial funding from the Institute for Urban Research and
Infrastructure Development. The budget so far has come mainly from advertising (the
list of companies that have advertisedits pages in 2007 and 2008 is given in the

Annex). In 2009, employees included four journalists who conducted interviews or
surveys and five editors who composed and edited the articles written by guest experts.

Overall content and themes covered in the magazine

Urbanization in Viét Nam is occurring at a rapid pace and on a vast scale. However,

both on an institutional and theoretical (ideological) level, little has been done to try to

come to terms with the process of urban growth, and this has measbthetly as a

whole is now facing major problems (comment made during an interview with the
editor on June 19, 2009) . The magazineos
understanding of urban life in terms of material and human development by offering

insighs and raising fAhoto questions about the
other specialized magazines by running articles that address both causes and solutions.

Each issue averages 50 pages, excluding cover pages, advertising and the table of
contents. The magazine contains a number of regular sections covering various themes,
including urban planning, lifestyle, cultural activities, etc. (section names and number of
pages in each section are detailed in Table 1). Sections containing the mostrpages a
News in Focud.iving, Culture, EconomyandNewsFlash (Figure 1).



Tablel: The magazineds regular sections

Sections Original title in Vietnamese Number of pages
News Flash (The City Today; Readers) Flash nt th h 4
News in Focus Th i s c¢cdn Li 10
People Nh©n wvdt 2
Special Reports Ph-ng s, 2
Sundry Profiles (New types of jobs, Trends) | Mu* n mHit 3

Living (Health, Fine Dining, Fashion, Electronf S n g

Products, Driving, etc.) 7
Home and Land Nhai n blt 3
Economy Kinh t/]] 5
Careers and Income S, nghi Qp | €hn 1
New Tourist Destinations Kh&m ph8&8 du |~ 2
Family, Health, Education Gia L3nh, S ¢ 2
Culture (Fine Arts, Music, Filisy Books) Vin h-a 6
Sports News T h thao 2
The World ThJ] gi, i 1
Total 50
© News Flas
Content share of various magazine sec O News in Focu
1 People

O Special Repor

B SundryProfiles

O Living

® Home and Lan

5 Econom

B Careers and Incor

O New Tourist Destination
U Family, Health, Rducatic
O Culture

B Sports New

B The Worlc

Figure 1: The relative weight of each section

The editorial committee selects the topics that will be covered ilNéwes in Focus
section. Tha, urban planners, managers and the public are asked to participate in a
discussion to voice their opinions on the topic. Both ltheng and Culture sections
address topics directly related to urban living, namely consumption and cultural
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activities. The Economysection, meanwhile, reports on interviews, analysis and current
events on the overall national economy and the housing market in particular. Finally,
the News Flashsection features items about the urban environment at the national and
internatonal level as well as letters from its readers. According to the editor, the
magazine places special emphasis on the physical aspects (spatial organization) of the
city because they are the most visible urban transformations under way.

The Editor-in-chiefd6 s per spective on urbanization in

Prior to the launchfo t he magazine, iits editor, Mr. Trf{
section in one of the chief Viethamese newspapers,0  (Workey). Since then, he

accepted a position at the Institute for Urban Research and Infrastructure Development.

During the Jua 19, 2009 interview, he shared personal views on urbanization and its

impacts in Viét Nam.

He begins by stating that the most important changes taking place in the country are tied

to the process o0 butaf nelwarban deaelopneemdisaiseadnangi [ . . . ]
social contradictiong...] this urbanisation experience is unprecedented in Viethamese

history, and comes with manyrisks ( I | l ustration l1a and b). H e
human relations in urban areas: the streets are occupied by nthnnhaorcycles,

sidewalks are for businesses, but with no room left for pedestrians, public activities are
restricted (lllustration 2a and b). There is thus a shortage of spaces in which trade and
cultural and spiritual activities can occur. Consequem@gple become increasingly

isolated.

Other impacts of urbanization also mentioned by Mr. ¥ n Trung Ch2nh ar e
of the physical environment, social composition (migrants from the countryside and
women), social space, the procurement system and street veddprs.y i features h I
several indepth articles on these impacts.

The ineviable process of urbanization implies that we follow an urban development
model that offers the | east | oses. The edit
government must not <cater to special i nt er e
advantage of urbanization, Mr. Chinh thinks we should work with scientists and
committed and motivated urban residents. He insists on providing managers with

training in urban environmental management in order to make local authorities more
effective. He &0 points out that local authorities must enjoy increased autonomy, but in

his opinion, the state has been reluctant to decentralize and empower them.
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1. NEW NEIGHBOURHOODS

The 40 issues diig . y i puBlished inf2007 and 2008 regularly feature articles on
the development ohew neighbourhoods (or KDT¥). Indeed, an average of 1.8
articles per issue in 2007 and 1.2 articles per issue in 2008 were published on this
theme, out of an average of 45 articles per issue (Table 2). We paid close attention to
the debates and discusssothat took place on questions raised by residents, scientists,
managers and business people about life in the new neighbourhoods of Viét Nam.

Table2zNumber of articles addressing the theme fANe:

In 2007 In 2008

Total number of articles on this theme 36 24
Average number of articles on this theme per isst 1,8 1,2
Percentage of articles on this theme (%) 4 2,7

Total number of articles published per issue (average): 45

We subsequently classified the debaied discussions under four stitemes, namely
physical space, the social and cultural dimension, the legal framework and the shortage
of affordable housing.

1.1 Built environment: development model, infrastructure and
architecture

A number of articles focusg on the built environment in the new neighbourhoods were
published in special i s sHomeandLlandsdedioncased i
(introduced in the Blssue) (two of the most wellnown neighbourhoods are found in

lllustration 3a and b). Gendhlg urban planning experts are more inclined to explore

the urban form. They have set their sights on sustainable development models by
highlighting the importance of balancing ecological, architectural and social g@als (

n3nh Tri, |ssue 22, 2008: 34; Nguy. n H" ng
M€ i, |lssue 29, 2008: 37). Urban youth, i
buildings because | ower construction costs
Hoa, Issue3, 2007: 12). However, housing models adapted to the lifestyle of young

i ntellectuals must a | s enougheroom don & deskeandead t h a't
library, [...] an open space to create a public area with gardens and courtyards 0

( Hu8nh T lssde3, 2007015).

1 AcronymofKhu L1 (inWiathamese)

“Chuy' n nh”, chuy ' n LBt (in Vietnamese)
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A more detailed discussion is presented on t
N i and the Ph% M: He€eng (PMH) in HCM City de
AAt Linh n"m, the neighbourhood pattern is chara

streets which is standard in tropical architecture. They serve to anchor
shops, services and road traffic that fit well with a traditional urban lifestyle.
The project includes community courses and neighbourhood activities.

In the case of PMH, which is intended for a larger area, a synchronized
plan12 was developed. Moreover, in architectural terms, the neighbourhood
combines elements of modern and tropical styles which were introduced in
HCM City inNghg, h9el0sgo Th, c, |l ssue 24, 2008: 35)

It is worth mentioning that the opinions expressed on the models of new
neighbourhoods are altogether positive (Ngu)
Quang, Issue 7, 2007: 15). Overall comments made on PMH arecufsifti
encouraging ( Mai H€ehng, |l ssue 17, 2007: 40) ,
24, which made the neighbourhood the topic of a review or used images of PMH to

show a quality neighbourhood model (Issue 24, 200835 However, another wat

is more critical of the tendency to include large sirfglmily homes in these suburban

nei ghbour hood stislawastd. taslmadeliwil gat away.entirely the land

set aside for urban development in the future, thus causing cities talsppa For t hi s
reason, he argues for increased urban densities (Hoang Giang, Issue 7, 2007: 35).

lllustration 3: Twonewly-bui I t nei ghbourhoods: a) Trung-H,a Nhon C
Thanh-Hi Qn Ph4m, 2008), b) Ph¥ MbantHHENn@n (HICWM,Ci2¢10)oy T

2 The Vietnamese government considers that synchronized plans imply that infrastructure systems, public services and
residential and commercial buildings be simultaneously developed.
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Other challenges related to basic infrastructure have been documented. These include

the treatment ofdi nki ng water and access in the new
HCM City (Th_, ¢ HOnN, |l ssue 12, 2007: 35) , a
units or building Aframesd (Nguy, n Tubln H[I

systems and telecomu ni c at i o ndmg L&, yssue 2 BOS7: 14n

Many construction companies are advertising that their housing projects meet specific
criteria defined by experts, as in the case ofSkg Garderarea located in the PMH
nei ghbour hood ( N208&:3K)ha n h, |l ssue 13

Box 1: Advertisement i Ph ¥4 M:a Amoder n ur ban®nei ghbour hc
Issue 17,2007:39 summar i zed andhabhHa Qel @héldn) by Th'

Built on a plot of 643423 fit is one of the first new neighbourhoods in the oty n ="~ NJ

neighbourhood will serve as a model for urban development in the region thanks to its locatiol

to industrial areas, on the road to H, ila&
Vegasgolf course). In additionti wi | | be Agreeno and bounde
c’ C, Ri ver , so it wi || provide a healtt

amenities as well as a total of ten parks and open spaces covering an area 0285000 m

1.2 Social and cultural dimension

Social and cultural facilities and activities in the new neighbourhoods have received a
share of negative comments, citing their influence on the ways in which residents
conduct themselves and worsen living conditions in -higg aparment buildings. The

photos published in Issue 9 (pages33% show how the common areas of such
buildings are being used: a meat stall, a small café with plastic chairs, and clothes lying
on the stairs. Another writer considers some of the causes ditihagion. First, the

spatial organization is not suitable for the lifestyle of Viethamese people, such as drying
clothes outdoors or using public areas to socialize. Second, residents are not prepared to
share their lives with so many neighbours. The exrdraws from the experiences in
Singapore and Israel where education programmes are offered and fines are imposed
(Nguy. n H.u Thsgi, |l ssue 23, 2008: 8) . EIl s

% Boxes provide summaries of particular articles consistent with a trend observed in the magazine. They do not reflect
in any ways our analysis of the situation.
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management should be improved to enhance not only quality of life, but also

satisfaction with social I|ife in the neighbo

In addition,N gy i npubhililshes surveys designed to
new neighbourhoods. The surveys ask the respondents to assess their level of
satisfaction and rank their concerns and interests when buying and moving to a new
nei ghbour holese 2( 2007nlg; Khahh Lé, Issue 7, 2007: 14 and Issue 9,
2007: 36).

Box 2: Concerns over management (considered 4th most important in a 2007 survey)
ntng L°, | s¢semmar2@ed: amh dhathHa Qal hé&d) by Th

Slightly more than half (51.5%) of the population agrees that the lack of professionalism
management of highise buildings is a cause for concern. Thus, this issue is an important consid
when purchasing an apartment. However, 16.4% of tipeilpton surveyed feels that their freedom
limited by the increased security in the buildings, for example, regulations that impose fixed hi

entry and exit.

It was found that the level of satisfaction of residents varies between neighbourhoods.
Residentsoh " nh C! ng or Nam T hrelasg salistied thosd thanin H "
PMH (Box 3). More specifically, PMH residents say they form satisfying relationships
with their neighbours. Visitors who come to enjoy the beautiful coffee houses &sd par
have a similar opinion on these relationships (Thién An, Issue 24, 2008: 40) (lllustration
4).Ng_ y i describéeshiHé ongoing efforts by the PMH Corporation to organize
communitybased environmental and charity initiatives, such as the walkathioglgo

fight poverty*( Mai H€hng, | sssue 17, 2007: 40).

“ni b, v3 ng€ i ngh o (in Vietnamese)

e |

(
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Box 3: Comparison of the degree of satisfaction with social life in PMH and othe
neighbourhoods

Interview conducted by Khanh L&, Issue 9, 2007:(S6nmarized and translatédy -Thanh
Hi Qn Ph4m)

iltos a fairly private | iving s pakniéreglatitnships
are maintained between neighbours. In PMH, attitudes towards lifestyle and other residkt
different. Respect for othersas pr i or i t y. (Gia Y°n).o

iln n nh Ctng, management is practically
done every 2 or 3 days [ .. .] | have nev

Doanh) . o

I n Nam Thtng tygoardgtake it bpen thrermselves to stop anybody who does ne

in the neighbourhood to enter. It feels |
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Residents ha trouble adapting to their new lifestyle in the-csdled resettlement
neighbourhoods. After years spent in slums or poor areas, they face many problems
after moving to their new homes. One writer notes: the purchase price, the rental fee or
even mortgge payments are well beyond their financial capabilities. Furthermore, they
find themselves unable to work (as street vendors) and they are not used to living in a

modern higkrise building. Their life becomes unstable, and many finally prefer selling
apartment and settle el sewhere

ther

1.3

AEar ni ng jLusnpgr @&y | have @ feed my mother, my wife and
two children. Where can | find the money to reimburse a 2 million mortgage

l oan or pay 1 milhiv¥hani Damente@ar f dgtuegr ,

HCM City)

My wife and | have lived here for the past three months, but we always use
the stairs, except when there is someone with us who knows how to use an
el evatoro (Nguy, n Ho"ng Th€ehng, 67

| live on the 8" floor. When | first moved into this apartment, | burned phony
money (fake banknotes offered in rituals) to pray for the local land spirits.
There was some smoke but the alarm went off in a loud sound, and the
security guards wanted me to pay a fine. Honestly, | return home only at

night to sleep, and | prefer spending the day down on the street (T r £ n
Tin) because | feel trapped aboveo
10, HCM City).

Legal framework

year s

Nh©n

(Tr fn

(Nguy, n

An

Di stric

of age,

Vin

The legal framework problem mainly involves construction standards for new
neighbour hoods. For exampl es,expens have asked a s e
that guidelines for criteria or standard requirements be offered to potential buyers to

hel

p them choose an apart ment t hat
Th, c, | ssue 2, 2007: 11 N@nyi 1pudblishedhthe

guidelines and government orders concerning these matters (Issue 28, 2008: 37; Issue
30, 2008: 16).

Moreover, administrative procedures developed for new neighbourhoods are
inappropriate and existing guidelines are contradictory (lllustraéjonAccording to

Trfn Du L c¢ch, Director of HCM Cityos I
member of the National Assembly, inadequate regulatory provisions on speculation and
on buying and selling of apartments expose midlile@me people to disasus price
hikes (Ngbé Gia, Issue 15, 2007: 35, Chi Tung, Issue 15, 2007: 37). lllustrations of

Brsgi

L nh c¢+€ ( iThe neighbourhoads etereddd:for people currently living in old and blighted high-rise
buildings. The government allows them to buy or rent a more affordable high-rise apartment unit in a new state-
funded housing project.

nst

DI

of

t

n

provides
subsequ

u
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problems incurred by risky contracts or sales of gamshed units are reported in

several issues (Duy Hung, Issue 10, 2007: 18; Anh Bui, Issue 10, 200M:(B4¢;y ., n

Tubln H[i, I ssue 10, 2007: 35) (lllustratior
onwards, articles on legal advice for buyers are featured in a new regular section called
AYour awyerd

lllustration 5: View of pref abri cated housing in suburban H”
( by -Thdmh-Hi Qn PhU4m, 2010)

]

lllustration 6: Protest against expropriation, neighbourhood of Eden, HCM City central
area (oy T h-Thanh-Hi Qn P2010)n

®Ludt s€ c.,a bUn (in Vietnamese)
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Getting back to the building managent concern, the absence of a legal framework
means that readstate promoters have nothing to draw on to arrange to sell or lease
properties to businesses (HOn He€ehng, I
analysis on this subject can be found in swssection on the social and cultural
dimension (beginning on page 12).

1.4 Affordable housing shortage

Ng_ vy i dnatvs attdmtidn to the serious shortage of affordable housing in Viét Nam.
Various articles examine the supply of housing for different ggafpotential buyers.

SSsSue

To begin, they focus on young urban professi
Minh H, a, | ssue 3, 2007: 12,; Nguy, n Vitn n.

5

receiving government support and approval in 2007, a planning ordibéoated the
only affordable housing project for you
2007: 16).

Box 4: Saving the idea of housing for 10000 young intellectuals

I nterview conducted by (sinhimeer iKhed hand stSheerHS|(
PhUYm)

The following are the key points made in an interview with the director of the limited lia
company -&k®fyu dt €g ki nh doanh nhFRomehuidingHusmess c
Gi a H, ao (THechmpény hag put forward a plan to build 10000 apartment units for
professionals. The proposed project includes an agreement with partner banks to issue mor
young home buyers (up to 70% of an aaspibthay

purchase a home built by the company.

District 9 (HCM City) is the intended site for the first phase of construction, but faced with char

planning policy, land acquisition costs and corporate taxes, the company decided to delaydhe |

According to experts, the project is plagued with internal problems. Rental property is
considered a better investment alternative (Anonymous, Issue 24, 2007: 8).

i A 2°Capartment is too small for Vietnamese families. Instead, the state

should provide units with a minimum size of 40 m? at affordable prices and
subsidized for 15 or 20 years. o (L° KiQu,
and technical standards, Standards Committee of the Ministry of

Construction)

ng pe

He ad

(

C
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ifYoung Vietnamese tend to move out of their pa
own families, so they prefer living in apartments with separate bedrooms.

However, i mited i ncome househol ds cannot af f
(Nguy, n Tr ng H,a, Director, HCM Cityds Depart
and Architecture)

iLet 6s do s o rbasedputhemiojecmfdrnimation provided, [...] it

would take me 50 years to save the 450-600 million L 1 nrgquired to

purchase a unit. However, once | got married, | would be forced to look for

another bigger apartment. We do not call that stability. (Nguy, n Duy ° n, aged
25, journalist for the Industry Journal of Viét Nam)

The housing needs of leimcome households are also affected by the shortage. The

mar ket ing director of t he Th, n.c Housi ng
paradox: having the traditi@al Asian mindset, Vietnamese naturally seek
homeownership, but current property prices are so high that the market is out of reach

for many. A state subsidized housing model
28, 2008: 36).
Ng_ vyi iweéntifies & Aumber of factors contributing to this affordable housing

crisis. First, real estate companies place a lot of pressure on architects to design luxury
apartments and loancome households in Viét Nam are therefore deprived of

af fordabl e h om,$ssunsgl8 gnth’19, 2B0B: 1T).HS€cond, according to a
manager, the state does not require companies to build affordable housing, but it can

of fer Ssubsidies to people who are willing
Private developers, meanwhile, qolain that it is difficult to get approval from the city

to build affordable housing (Nguy, n Vi&n n c






2. CLIMATE CHANGE, INFRASTRUCTURE AND FLOODING

The magazine investigates climate risks in contemporary urban Viét Nam by addressing
the relationship between climate change, inadequate urban infrastructure and flooding.
With only two articles published in 2007 on this theme (new neighbourhoods was the

focus of many more articles), the number increased to 15 in 2008, due to major flooding
events occurring in urban areas that year (Table 3).

Table3: Number of articles addressing the theme #ACcC
I nfrastructure and Fl oodingo

In 2007 In 2008
Totat number of articles on this theme 2 15
Average numberfarticles on this theme per isst 0,1 0,75
Percentage of articles on this theme (%) 2 1,7

Total number of articles published per issue (average): 45

2.1 Climate change and urban development

Issue 22 ofNg_ vy i ,mudblished ifl 2008, is devoted entirdgty climate change,
emphasizing the fact that Viét Nam will be one of the three countries in the world to
experience the most severe impacts. The views of managers and Viethamese and
foreign experts on this topic were gathered, specifically on the prow$plmysical and

social infrastructure in new urban development projects.

International experts conclude that Viét Nam is facing enormous environmental and
economic risks, especially in urban areas (Issue 22, 2008; DANIDA: 11; UNDP: 13)
(see Box 5).

Box 5: The south, HCM City: a great disaster

David Annandale, Senior Consultant, Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA), Iss
2008: 11 (summarized and translatediblgThanhHi Qn )P h U m

Floods, which occur in 40 to 50% ttfe southern provinces of the country, will affect the lives of &
of the population and 90% of poor people. Industrial areas and roads are equally vulnerable. Hi
is one of the most floegrone cities in Viét Nam, given that 43% of its territoryIdooe flooded. [...]
Clearly, the country must play a more important role in preparing the public to mitigate and res|
adverse climate change impacts.
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According to n"o Xu®©n H ¢, Vice Chairman of
Protection and Storms and Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, the
Vietnamese government is well aware that climate change must be addressed.
Therefore, he requad that contingency plans be put in place, such as the National
Strategy for protection and mi taimgdadati on of
minimizing risks rather than simply responding when a disaster acaurs ( Anony mous,
Issue 22, 2008: 15). Moreer, the ViceDirector of the Institute for Urban and Rural

PlannngNg* Trung H[Fi, said that the Ministry of
to the Institute in conjunction with the Ministry of Planning and Investment to build a

national highway along the north coast and to implement sustainable urban development
proects (The National Programme 21) (n.c Hi p
expert at DANIDA urges the government to help local managers by providing them

with detailed guidelines to minimize risks: raising population awareness, providing
technological spport for conducting analyses, and land use planning in vulnerable

areas (David Annandale, Issue 22, 2008: 11).

Experts strongly advise that rising sea levels be taken into account when proceeding
with urban development projects in HCM City, in particulay,restricting building in
flood-prone areas and considering flood risk in the design of urban models (Box 6).

Box 6: To what extent could planning be influenced?

n. c Hi p, |l s6sembari 260 8andhanhHa@sal hé&ld) by

I nterview wit h i WeeDiretda éf thd Institutegfor Brhan and Rural Planning

Concerning developments south of HCM City, which provide significant potentabetc benefits,
the costs may be greater because of the risk of flooding in these areas. The new neighbourhc
as PMH and the south of HCM City are subject to annual flooding, although nothing so far he
built here. New urban models must alldar the risk of flooding. [...] Road networks and urb
neighbourhoods must not be built spontaneously and on a massive scale. Instead, we coulc
elevated flooebroof buildings (such as Sky Garden, PMH), build smart tunnels and take advan

theexisting natural canals.

Ng! Trung HIlI also acknowledges the numerous
and speakers at conferences organized by UNDP and the Ministry of Environment and
Nat ur al Resources (January 20BN . CiNgydys n T

Department of Urban Planning and Architecture, does not seem to have heard about
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these efforts. He believes instead that the city will wait for evidence or for more specific
information about rising sea Hhievre,l sl dedeor 2
2008: 12).

iScientific evidence, and not rumour s
Seminars will be organized to hold discussions and recommend
decisions.[...] Show us the evidence, then | will make changes, mere words
should not cause us t o pani co. (Nguy,., n Tr ng H, a, Dire:
Department for Urban Planning and Architecture)

, mu st f o

Underground infrastructure projects such as the subway system are part of the strategy
to reduce climate change risks and the Director has completeirtrtts¢ ability of
Japanese specialists working on the future subway in HCM City.

AThey (the Japanese) have even dug out a tunnel
should not be an issue for them. Built at a cost of 1.2 billion USD, we should

be thinking about ways to use it and make profits. We will ensure the

subway is built in compliance with the construction standards of Japan,

which experiences earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanoes. They therefore

can be trusted. o

2.2 Underground infrastructure

A number of articds were published on this topic in 2008, especially after the severe
flooding that hit HCM City and H"™ N, i (in C

According to construction experts, Viét Nam is currently not equipped with
underground infrastructure, ncl udi ng a proper drainage sSYySs
Senior Consultant and Nguy, n C!'ng Phb, Dir ¢
Asia, Issue 35, 2008: 10). However, some of the existing infrastructure is beneficial, i.e.

railway stations and tunnelsa help solve transportation problems, drainage can

minimize flooding impacts, and underground infrastructure can protect land from being
expropriated.

Viét Nam is facing major problems in undertaking infrastructure projects, due to
planning, legal, finanal and human resource deficiencies. For example, detailed
guidance is not available on the construction of trigh apartment building basements

i n new neighbourhoods, despite sever al day
Ta, Issue 35, 2008: 35). laddition, the various sectors involved in infrastructure
management overlap and slow the construction and renovation process of the current

system.To underline this pointNg _ vy i reportetl thadl accidents (which were
foreseeable) did occur during nd gr ound construction work (
|l ssue 31, 200 8: 14) or in surface construc

Box 7).



22

Box 7: The effects of underground infrastructure management inefficiency
Predicted deaths
TFn Ph€hng ning,(ssmmar 342ed 20 0O@hanhiia Qs | ®h &

The article recounts several accidents (mostly involving children) which occurred in HCM Cit
direct result of the improper management of sewer and tunnel corgsiructi

An administrative process behind the protection of a Blockhau$

Tt Vin iTDire€lormofghe Irrigation Planning Institute for southern regions, Issue 35, 20
(summarized and translated ByrThanhHi Qn )P h Um

Theld-c X(blockhaus) represengssource of many problems for the city, namely congestion an
pollution (lllustration 7). The writer analyzes the logistical complications in carrying out underg
infrastructure work in HCM City: the ageing underground system, the lack of angumaied
infrastructurerestructuring plan and project management across many sectors. Steps to imple
institutional mechanism for cooperation and coordination in the various sectors dedicated ti

management, electricity and telecommunicationshemefore proposed.

lllustration 7:Vi ew of a bl ockhdwfhanhHi n N2OHOM, by

Yltis a colloquial term in HCM City used to identify current at grade construction sites
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This was the main subject of the Alntern:
underground iinfrastructeda rdm dahe fcauses ande whi
lessons learned. The abewentioned experts stressed the urgency of the problem and
proposed the following solutions:

1 A master plan for underground infrastructure, in consultation with foreign
experts, to provide alongterms i on, especially for H”™ N,

1 Improved training for Viethamese specialists

1 Coordination of the master plan by taking into account other types of
underground facilities such as parking lots

Local managers have confirmed that HCM City is cutyemvolved in ongoing
negotiations with foreign partners, focusing initially on the central areas. The master

plan for the entire city coul dtwilhbekery a't | ea
expensive since we lack experience and we therefoit hire foreign expertso
(Nguy, n Tr ng H, a, Director, HCM Cityos D

Architecture, Issue 22, 2008: 12)

2.3 Urban flooding

The magazine has been chronicling fleethted problems and their causes in HCM

City since 2007 (HOn HeMndt, Khsosau,e 12s,s u2e0 077,:
greater number of articles addressed this topic from 2008 onwards, because of two
major floods that hit H” N,i and HCM City i
l ed to flash flooding i edHEM City. A seriesnad hi gh
photographs were taken showing residents struggling to survive:diamdged homes,

skin diseases and loss of income by merchants due to the drastic decline of customer
demand (Trfn Ph€ehng ntng, | ssue 36, 2008: 1

In the articls appearing in the magazine, experts describe how the drainage system was
managed and performed during the H"™ N, i fl
the system is hindered by several flaws: ineffective irrigation and drainage, accelerated

infilling of lakes and the Red River is not dredged by the city on an annual basis

(Nguy. n Tr€ gedJidaent Votethe H" N, i cons
President of the Association of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering of Viét

Nam, Issue 37, 2008: 10 Nguy,  n T7" i, Chair of t he Dep:
Ph€hng ntng University, H” N i, |l ssue 37,

stations across the city has also been the object of criticism.
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ilf the Y°n S° stati on i sixdaysargrequicted wor ki ng order,
to pump 500 mm of rainwater. However, the team was so bogged down in

management and station administration tasks [...]. Throughout the difficult

period prior to 1954, the capital has never been flooded for more than two

days. oQu,L°lI skssue 37, 2008: 13)

Most experts maintain that this is the result of faulty underground infrastructure
planning, especially in the new neighbourhoods located in the southern areas of the city.

APl anners in H™ N, i ar e o iohsyftheaty,thatest ed i n t he @
is to say, those above the earthés surface. Wh e |
city neighbourhoods, underground portions are not developed in earnest and

can even be neglected.o (Nguy.n Tr<€ ng Ti/ln, | s s
i Areas hartdeestf lhdadsbyare | ocated in the new neight
ns3nh. Therefore, failure i n handl ing heavy rai
infrastructure. o (L° KiQu, | ssue 37, 2008:13)

An illustration of the problems caused by an unsynchronized approach to urban
plannirg is provided in a photeeportage report (Box 8). To reduce flooding and
minimize their impact, experts suggest building tunnels and sewers, reviewing the
development proposal for the south, including the capacity of pumping stations, and
adopt a coordirted and longerm approach to planning.

Box 8: The homes buried alive
n.c Hi p; Th nh Vegsummasuee@S8andiath8la Q&L &t ¢

The article shows that when some sections of roadway are raised by 2 m, the homes built alc
streets are filled with dirty water and dust and are devoidgbt,lietc. The lives of residents a

substantially undermined: flooding hazards, shops going out of business, etc.

The il lustrations in this article are of |



3. THE URBAN MIDDLE CLASS

With the exception of an article wieethe urban middle class is discussed in light of a
survey (see Box 9), nowhere in the magazi:
appear explicitly and no entire section is devoted to it. Nevertheless, 26 articles in 2007

and 16 in 2008 (respectively 3%nd 2% of all articles published during this period)

highlight the distinctive characteristics of the middle class (Table 4). Indeed, this theme

Is considered in two types of articles: special issues and regular sections. We identified

five subthemes releant to our discussion on this theme.

Box 9: The wealthy, the middle class, and the poor: who benefits?
Ng ¢ Quy°n, (ssimena?j z200 andbanhHa Qs | #h éd) by

A survey conducted by the TNS company in 4 maities in Viét Nam in 2007 found that 55% of t
4000 households who responded are regarded as middle class, compared to 30% in 1
proportion of disadvantaged people is therefore declining and the U.S. model of social deve
promoted by the @iton Administration could explain this.

In Viét Nam, the middle class earns an average monthly income ranging from 259 to 500 |
2007). They hold management positions in the commercial or industrial sectors. Respectivg
and 47% of these employeewn mobile phones and computers. Among those who have comj
20% are connected to the Internet. The top two consumer products are mopeds and mobilg
Spending on leisure activities has increased since 1999 to 40Q @DGpgr month. As 22% o
respondents were parents living with children under the age of 4, spending on dairy and ny

products rose since 1999.

The writer claims that the growth of t he
elimination programme. However,@al progress is not yet steady. For example, some farmerg

regress back into poverty following a major storm.

Table4:Number of articles addressing the theme AUr

In 2007 In 2008
Totat number of articlesn this theme 27 16
Average number of articles on this theme per issue 1,3 0,8
Percentage of articles on this theme (%) 2,9 1,8

Total number of articles published per issue (average): 45
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The first subtheme examines lifestyles with a particular fooussocial transformations

that were the topic of special issues. Its purpose is to reflect on the important changes
that are taking place in urban society, especially current behaviour patterns of urban
children and adolescents, the role of women andisleeof the urban elite clas§.g . vy i

n 1 askefl scientists, artists or wkttown public figures to submit their views and
analyses.

The second sutheme reviews a series of articles published in special issues addressing

the continued existence of margeh the face of the growth of supermarkets in Viét

Namés major urban areas. This change will af
of the middle class, but also the lives of market shopkeepers.

The last three suthemes examine the role played byhsemption, cultural life and

new forms of employment of the urban middle class. Articles are taken from the regular
sections, <s% chif@asndiy, vMrCogflitluesed and fACareer ¢
to dissect the middle class lifestyle today.

3.1 Social Transformations

We will reflect on the points raised in the discussions concerning urban adolescents,

students and professionals. One particular article features a profile on Vietnamese
adolescents (i.e. also knowntaeng®). According to this writerteensshould not have

to deal with social conflicts or face wars as in previous generations. Besides, many
teensbenefit from Internet access and the progress made by society. They seek ways to
express themselves by introducrifrectnebwtand mf
original and | 6m proud. o0 This generation 1is
values (Hoa Thién, Issue 11, 2007: 17).

However, the article paints a gloomy picture of teen culture driven by the media and
advertisement. There is eal danger that teenagers will adopt superficial cultural values

that underlie TV shows | i ke *fAVanyéensaeem | dol 0
increasingly immersed in this global world. This concern is shared by another journalist

who finds thatyounp e opl eés attitude towards the Vietn
online blog discussion forums. These linguistic codes are even reflected in their school

homework assignments (PhU4m Th_ c, |l ssue 4, 20
S ng (in Vietnamese)

“Muin mHt (in Vietnamese)

20Teen,ananwordfromEninsh, is used by Vietnamese youth to identify adolesce

(also called the 9x generation).
2 This term, imported from Japan, suggests wearing very colourful clothes to draw attention to oneself.
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On the other hand, blogs provide an outletunderstanding youth and adolescents (the
8x and 9x generations). Blogs allow them to write and share their thoughts with friends,
who they rarely can meet because of schoolwork and busy exam sch&@ule? rf h

N h ssue 11, 2007: 19). Content from blogsrfdwn the Internet and published in the
pagesoN g _ vy i aretreptoduceéd here, showing that meegnstalk openly about

their relationships with their parents and about their dreams:

fi | hate my mother, she says thaknowshe expects o
know . .. But her expectations are high, her o]
Angl eds bl og, 18 years ol d)

AFor the first time in my |life my father bou
celebrate my birthday ... | 6m ovhetro.t he moon

(TuyJt Minhés bl og, 18 years ol d

Al s it fair that I 6m e oy
f

n j ng the happiness ¢
(dad) chose instead to suf r

[
e so you can have h

fl want to become a student of excellence in my school, so | could apply for

a scholarship ... | also want to try out for Vietham Idol next year. Please vote

for me!o (Leobs blog, 18 years ol d)
Other articles featured iNg _ vy i nelate to tyduith, student or professional interests.
Through a series of interviews with yayeaders of the student community in HCM City
published in Issue 17 (2007), it is found that they convey their thoughts and feelings in a
positive manner. They discuss such topics as rural development, poverty among farmers, the
problems facing HCM City,central governance, the inadequate legal system, volunteer
programs offered by the Communist Youth Group, youth lifestyle (selfishness vs.
responsibility) and the ideological outlook of adolescents (Anonymous, Issue 17, 2007: 14).
More pragmatic ideas aedso voiced such as the difficulties for rural migrants or the need for
youth career counselling (Anonymous, Issue 17, 2007: 16).
Indeed, some also hold more conservative views when confronting the challenges of
globalization, in particular young people cha u ghe traditional values and family are
threatened by social ills, individualism and materiaism ( n Hiong C[ nh Khanh, | ss
17). A survey conducted by the Institute for Youth Research attempted to understand the

perception of globalization by young people. The results show that even if it is viewed
positively, young people still express peutar social and political concerns (see Box 10).



28

Box 10: Survey on the attitudes of youth in the wake of globalization

Anonymous, Issue 17,2007: {7s u mmar i zed andhathHa Qal bt éld) b

Level of concern about the irapts of globalization, in order of importance:

=

Social ills
Individualism and corruption
Youth lifestyle
Environment
Evolution towards peaée
Poverty
Health
Sociecultural dimension
Awareness of political ideology
. Cultural identity
. Family values
. Ethnicsolidarity and social cohesion
. Economic stability

© N O R WDN

S e =
W N P O

Focusing on urban womehg yi mépdrhtfled t hat womends burde
chores has not be alleviated. A survey conducted by the National Committee for the
Advancement of Viethamese Women reveals how the division of household chores in

HCM City is unfair. An example used tiustrate this point is that women devote four

hours more per week to chores than men do. The women who were interviewed did not

deny that they are mainly responsible for household chores and even see them as their

Anat ur al rol eo. ko weenvj eory, htahvei yn ghegpded| dibatraelesr b ut
combining a career and family is beyond their capacity They want more fr eece
leisure and social activities. In contrast, the survey results show a tendency for young

men to share chores with theirwes. One man mentioned that the essential role of

women is to maintain a good family I|Iife (no’
pressure on women pushes weldo urban families to prefer hiring a housekeeper or a

nanny to care for the children. Fexample, one article mentioned that professional
couples expect to hire help to do their hous

ZDi . n bi NIn h, a b 3)mAbcording o th¥ CanmonstnParty ef Viét Nam, this term refers to imperialism
and reactionary movements in their attempt to throw out the Communist Party and abolish socialism in Viét Nam and
bring capitalism to the country.

Source: Vi ' n T. LiWn h ¢ v° BS&ch khoa th€ Vi 't Nam

http://dictionary.bachkhoatoanthu.gov.vn/default.aspx?param=13EFaWQ9IMzQ5NTMmZ3JvdXBpZD00JmtpbmQ9Jmt
leXdvemQ9&page=2 (last accesed: February 19, 2011)



http://dictionary.bachkhoatoanthu.gov.vn/default.aspx?param=13EFaWQ9MzQ5NTMmZ3JvdXBpZD00JmtpbmQ9JmtleXdvcmQ9&page=2
http://dictionary.bachkhoatoanthu.gov.vn/default.aspx?param=13EFaWQ9MzQ5NTMmZ3JvdXBpZD00JmtpbmQ9JmtleXdvcmQ9&page=2
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The magazine emphasizes another significant transformation in connection with the rise

of the urban elite class. Whilethret m fAel iti smo i s often associ
who were previously eliminated from the co
elitedo in urban society chNaglyi rapksadbtiesl avoi de
of questions. Does arlite class exist? What roles does it play in society? What are the
conditions that give rise to this class? What are their characteristics: financial capacity,

power, intellectual potential, cultural knowledge, moral values, behaviour patterns,

social relaéions? (Anonymous, Issue 30, 2008: 8). The magazine calls on intellectuals

and artists to discuss these issues. Box 11 provides a summary of two of the interviews.

Box 11: Interview on the existence of Viethamese urban elite
Tr €hng Hoan, |Issue 30, 2008-ThaehH{ Qummatdim}y ed

I nterview with Tn N TGhh ai Miwohmia n Diog | otnhaet

-

Foreign Affairs Committee

Tin N, Th’ Ni nh deems t haisa tbpicevorth explaingj athoughoti
concept of elite remains ambiguous. This concept varies according to the social context: ar
formed the elite in feudal society, while in capitalist society it is the upper moneyed class. Nov

if a per®n is wealthy but behaves badly or is poorly educated, they are not considered elite. H

some Aaristocratico families spanning seve
very affluent. As a f i n adrchepsdo protide uswithna midre defhi
picture.

I nterview with the painter Tr nh Cung

For Tr nh Cung, elite are composed of cul't
in the broadest sense) throughout society by drawing onréesurces. Furthermore, elite in oth
countries offer donations to organizations involved in public building projects, charity or conser
of cultural heritage. In Viét Nam, the wealthy use charity forgamotion purposes. Their lack «

educatiomrmeans that elitism is neexistent in this country.
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Other people interviewed identified behaviour patterns and aesthetics in the definition

of elite, by referring to the long established eliteHof N, i , which is praud o h

and committed to family traditions, holds the courage to believe in itself, retains-ts self

respect and is intellectually superdr, guote from the poet Ho" " nc
2008: 11). The writers of these articles unausly hold contempt for the behaviour of

the new moneyed <class (see also nHng Nhdt
Nguy, n Minh H, a, university professor, | ssue

5

Another article, using the example of a private school offering liberatagun and

personality development classes, shows what it means for the wealthy to be trendy.
Enrolment is 65% children. The subjects taught include courtesy, personal appearance,

the arts and the development of saihfidence, none of which are availaileregular

public schools. Tuition is expensive, according to the journalist, but the results are
conclusive. The school s clientele is made u
and also aspiring beauty queens. These women are willing to spendriti®ts get the

best education 2000 dollars per hour (Cung Tuy, Issue 30, 2007: 12).

3.2 Food retailing: markets or supermarkets?

Major Vietnamese cities are losing their traditional markets, as summed up in the foreword to

the special issue on markets. ThHeCy of H"™ N, i has set its sights ¢
markets into shopping centres. HCM City will also replace its markets with malls or
supermarkets. In light of these changes, a number of questions can be raised concerning the

future of tens ofhousands of merchants, the creation of informal markets given that markets are

a traditional part of everyday life, and the establishment of new markets adapted to modern life
(Anonymous, Issue 7, 2007: 17).

The writers show how markets are fully intagdh into urban life. Lé KQu , for exampl e,
distinguishes between various types of markets based on the target population: markets for low

income people, supermarkets for the wealthier groups and shopping centres that offer
supermarkets and other facilities. The writer follows ughvei study on the system of food,

furniture and clothing markets in Paris to highlight the crucial role played by markets, even in a
modern city |ike Paris (L° KiQu, |l ssue 7, 2007:
urban merchants and peasativing on the outskirts of the cities. Finally, markets help to

promote | ocal food products and craft makers (HO
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llustration 8: Publ i ¢ markets: a) H"ng B (H” N, i, 2008);
(boy Trhanh-Hi Qn Ph 4m)
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Another researcher found that supermarkets operating in new neighbourhoods are more
patronized compared to those in established neighbourhoods. In cities today,
supermarkets alone cannot entirely satisfy food demand (10% ofqgbspdoarticularly

vegetables and meat products. Their main customer base is composed of wealthy urban
residents in the 25 to 40 years old demographic. The study also addresses other potential
negative impacts of supermarket development: rising food pridegendence on

imports, a decline in retail sales of food products, nutrition imbalance and the rise of
consuner cul ture (Nguy, n n.c Truyl/n, | ssue 21,

The main customer base of central markets in cities (lllustration 8a and b) is composed

oflow-i ncome people who spend up to 70% of the
TruylJln, | ssue 21 archpfjecss:carriédqut by thevMdinistryeos e
Construction and the Institute of Social Sciences point to potential problems with the
transformation of central markets in supermarkets. The first project suggests keeping

some of the main food markets open aadovating others, while the second project

aims to address inequalities in food access
recommend that markets catering to the needs of the poor be renovated instead of
eliminated, thus preventing them from havindeome informal street vendors to earn

a living. Given that markets form part of the public sphere, the state should protect

mar kets and guarantee access to affordable f
Issue 7, 2007: 17). Finally, the state, awad only city governments, must be consulted

prior to approving shopping center development projects because of their impacts on the

|l ives of many people (L° KiQu, |l ssue 7, 2007

3.3 Consumption: between encouragement and criticism

Initially, throughoutthe regular sections dfilg .= y i ,rmaltendentyfito encourage

consumption of material goods, gourmet food, and leisure activities is clearly visible.

With its five pages or so per issue or 10%
section illustrates hi s poi nt wel | . It features article
fashion, cars, electronic gadgets, furniture as well as the latest television shows.

Coll ections of womendés clothing and jeweller
East Asian magazés. There are also advertisements for Viethamese retail companies

(for exampl e, ADoj i Ma r Rhan Mmh Issued ¥ 206va3lk et f or
Other products that are regularly promoted in the section include electronic gadgets like

mobile phons , (e. g. A A Hom dHhén,lsseie 1w, 00V: B4),0or cars (e.qg.

AThe birth of a Ngew,hkdaitpd2600mt32).f car s o,
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On the topic of gourmet foodN g . y i  featured an Brticle about the vast selection

of coffee shops in HCM @&, which offer luxurious terraces reminiscent of the
sidewal k caf®s, office caf®s for white coll
Anh, Issue 31, 2008: 22). Ryghge ads for coffee shops throughout the city are also

i ncluded. F o rcafée wcatedpan ¢he oufBkirtf af HCM City, quiet and

intellectual (Hoa Thién, Issue 23, 2008:30), Notre Petit Café, a European style shop
offering folk and jazz music (Hoa Thién, Issue 24, 2008: 32). There are a great number

of restaurants serving Vietmese food in HCM City, famous for its internationally

known dishes likgp h andc hd ogi ,r egi onal di shes (D€ehng K
2007: 32). The magazine occasionally runs large advertisements like for Khén L4, a
restaurant specializing in dishes from the Northwest (Lé Na, Issue 27, 2008: 30).
International cuisine is ménned only in large advertisements like the Restaurant
Mysterious Casbah which offers North African fare (Hoa Thién, Issue 33, 2008: 33), or
O6Briendés Irish Pub (H,a Thi®°n, | ssue 37, 2

Other more luxurious leisure activities are also includethis section: spa services

(which are advertised in several i ssues) b
oneself from stress caused by <city Ilife (L
introduce new sports to the Vietnamese such as basebgll (Mdiguy, n, |l ssue 35
32) or golf (Nguy, n Thitng, | ssue 2, 2007: 5

In summarizing the contents of advertisements and articles mentioned above,
consumption seems to be encouraged and is aimed at the middle class|lggpeci

well-to-do, since the average income in HCM City is about 1800 USD per person per
year (Nguy., n n_c¢c Truyl/Jn, | ssue 21, 2008: 4
against excessive consumptitinA series of articles appearing in Issue 32 arecati

about the consumption patterns among Vietnamese people, citing examples such as
unnecessary spending on weddings and office inaugurations, and squandering public

funds for personal purposes and offering expensive gifts to-rhigiing officials

(Nguy n n_ c, |l ssue 32, 2008: 10; Phdm n. c D+e€
writers claim that this trend of excessive consumption among Vietnamese people is a

result of peasant culture, lack of education, and a desire to ostensibly show off wealth

(see alsdBox 12).

2 Or waste, literal translation of the term fldng phidin Viethamese
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Box 12 Waste caused by Vietnamese civilization backwardness

Trfn Ho"ng Ho"  ng, | ssue 32, 20-ThanhHI1Qn ( B ¥hm
I ntervi ew wi t hird3dazherinmLinguistibs@hdrSgutheasaAsstudies

The researcher emphasises that waste is i
related to time use and public infrastructure construction. The researcher describes how was
in particular to inadequate education, espiéy for children. Finally, he recommends establishin:

mechanism as a solution to the waste problem whereby the following model could be worl
fiThe Party leads, the State manages and the people control (public property)

While recognizing thatconsumer culture entered Viethamese society only recently

(foll owing the countryaos transition to an
noteworthy thatNg vy i makes & brilical stance on some attitudes towards
consumption.

3.4 Cultural life

Cultural activties will be briefly discussed under this stiieme by considering the

following four art forms: literature, cinema, music and the fine arts. Most of the articles

are published in the ACultureo and ASundry
included n a number of issues.

To beginNg _ y i devoted alfédWw pages in every issue to literature and interviews

with authors. We now take a closer look at novels depicting life in cities. A literary

critic specializing in foreign literature reviews the works of internationally renowned

novdists and essayists like Walter Benjamin and Roland Barthes who take the urban
environment as a source of inspiration. The writer then analyzes the works of the
celebrated urban author, Paul Auster. Two of his books have recently been translated

into Vietnamese, The New York Trilogyand The Music of Chancé Cao Vi =t Dl ng,
Issue 1819, 2008: 56). Vietnamese urban literature is also featured through interviews
published inN g _ y i  with relativel weltknown authors in the 30 to 50 age group

l ike Nguy. n Vi t H™ who hassmdneasbediobed t he
modern urban populations (Nguy. n Tr<€hng Qul,
crime reporter and author has published three gay novels, with a particularly focus on

homosexuality in Vietnamese citgiueys n( Nguuyy, n I
Thi p is the most widely translated Vietnan
taking place in society after the economic |

Issue 9, 2007: 20).
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Many of the Generation 8x authors are also fascinatethdyirban experience. They

are known for their depictions of migrant peasants, students, or prostitutes living in
slums. They also address the deterioration of relationships within families, loneliness

that can be a trigger for depression and in some casagassion among newcomers to

the city (Trfn Ho"ng Ho " ng, | ssue 7, 2007:

However, the author Nguy.,n Vi t H" highlig
underclass is simply absent from urban literature with the exception of a few novels

publised in HCM City before 1975. He adds t ha:
romance novels (see also Box 13) (Nguy, n Vi

Box 13: Vietnamese literature is losing its foundation
Nguy,. n Vi t ®B:, 112s  ses m3na,r i ZG®@ThamhHd Qtnr aPrhstimg)

The author shows that in early modern literature (specifically from 1930 to 1945) , many nove
a voice to marginalized groups such as thieves, prostitutes, maids, cyclo drivers, in other
people on the bottom rung. During this p
Nguy°n H° ng, considering themselves as ur
Moreover, it is believed that this class combines all aspects ofltla@ experience, the good and i
bad.

The author concludes by stating that this is hurting national literature since the social ¢

increased and many people living in urban areas remain very poor.

This is perhaps the reason why foreign bookianslation are on the bestseller list in
Vi °t Nam (H"m nan,Ngl sys u audgests, hoOkRsGaddessays ) .

contemporary international writers | ike Hal
30, 200 8: 53) , Yamada $uay2, 2008:6h), Harap@ohen ( Ki m
from the U.S. (Kim The€e, | ssue 28, 2008: 57)
Issue 31, 2008: 53). One article actually makes the claim that the Viethamese do not

really enjoy reading (L° M:, |l ssue 23, 2008
Compaed to novels, the list of recommended films is much shoMey. vy i nt t hn

suggests mostly Hollywood productions, e.g. musical comedies (Cung Tuy, Issue 33,

2008: 52), movies staring higtowered women (Cung Tuy, Issue 31, 2008: 56),

Twilight (Anonymous, Isue 39, 2008: 51). The focus of many articles is American pop
stars |ike Madonna (C’ Nguy t, | ssue 31, 2C
2008: 56). Sometimes, reviews are more critical of American shock film productions

(Hoa Thién, Issue 17, 28056). Comedies released by the East Asian film industry are
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recommended such a&he Good, The Bad, The Weird South Korean Spaghetti
Western (Ph+€e ¢ Ch©oOuRun HamasRue HBnG Kong2ooriedy:. 51)
(Khanh Vy, Issue 29, 2008: 57).

The magazing@ublished relatively few articles or advertisements on Vietnamese films.
The movie industry is harshly criticized in an article appearing at the end of 2007,
which voices negative opinions on the Golden Kite Awards for best feature film. The
writer is criical of the conventional thinking of the industry that continues to
distinguish commercial and artistic films. He demonstrates how more serious
productions are beginning to attract larger audiences,Tliee White Silk Dress d¢ia

n ' n gommercial movies are not all slipshod productions, especially those by
Vietnamese filmmakers and actors from abroad (who are increasingly returning home
and investing in the local film industry) as in the case of the actionTie Hero
Besidesthe number of scandals and lawsuits launched against artists decreased in 2007.
The writer of this article says that the film industry outlook for 2008 is positive, even

t hough few good films have so far been prod:
During an interview with nHng Nhdt Minh, one
discussion turns to how movies can have beneficial effects on the behavioural patterns

of H”™ N, i Why dre dmalegues betwien characters in Vietnamese television

series so harsh? In my opinion, on movie or TV screens, we must represent the urban
lifestyleandculture . . 6 ( Thudn Thi °n, |l ssue 3, 2007: 20

On the subject of music, several interviews with popular singers and musicians were
published in the magazinégr example, with the traditional southecrt i loperan g
singer Bt BYch (V» ndc Danh, I ssue 7, 2007:
Hoa, Issue 14, 2007: 53). Other articles report or revieg shows the failure of

Vietnamese pop singers teeach regional and international success, as well as
promising classical music artists.

The termlive showrefers to a musical show performed by a single composer or by one

lead singer. According to the writer, live show performances in 2008 are not lpeofita

for composers or singers. Numerous reasons can be given to account for this: no singers

have succeeded in replacing the previous generation on the musical scene for the past

10 years, the market is saturated, agents give more importance to the amgpeéran
performers rather than the musical content ,
are outmoded. Il n fact, t he for mer met hods t
private scandals) are being replaced by lawsuits or outrageous publicity onpaloesn

(Hoa Thién, Issue 39, 2008: 52).
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An article appearingilNg_ yi e@exprtehdises doubts on
international fame with a story about one singer who managed to qualify féside

Idol competition. Her disappointing performance did not live up to expectations. The
article follows with arexamination of the setbacks that Vietnamese singers encounter in
their attempt to export their music outside the country. It attributes this failure to a lack
of professional training and of basic knowledge of musical culture and of the foreign
music marke  ( Nguy, n Ti Jn, |l ssue 17, 2007

Vi et nan

: 54) .

Reviews of classical music and dance artists are on the whole more positive. Classical
music performances in 2007 achieved critical success. Most artists went abroad,

H

principally in Russia, to pursue their musicalstudi ( Vi 't C€ ng,

| ssue ¢

In the area of fine arts, the magazine publishes interviews with contemporary painters
across the country including, for example, an English painter who decided to spend his
ife in Vi°t Nam ( Thsuodn TThr™ nnhh, Cusnsgu e( T3r9 ,n h2 (
2007: 48), PhUdm MUnh H¥%ng (Qu8nh Nh
artists have the opportunity to express their views on modern Viethnamese society or on
the community of young artists.

i, | SsuUeE€E

Box 14: The city through the lens of surrealism
Qusdnh Nhi, Issue 13, 2007: -BdhHisQmunahYm)ed

The article introduces PhYm MUYnh H¥%ng, a
bornand livedinH N, i 6s sociali st housing estates
blocks, in juxtaposition to images of rural fields and peasantry, disproportionally large urban g
or even warplanes. Through his works, the painter wants to desleeb®iralization of the urbal

sphere and dreams of rural migrants to the city.

He has produced other works: an installation made of military clothing found throughout the (
(representing the fact that following many years of war, Vietnamese cidlifirdress the same wa
as soldiers) and a huge plane made of paper and bamboo (a symbol of protest against

production)i created in collaboration with an American war veteran.

Ng_ vy i finds thathWVidthamese businesspeople have acquired a taste for
arts, which has lent support to a more dynamic and diversified art market. To illustrate

this, the magazine reports on curOF:&®t tr enc
and works exhibited in sever al art

the fine

gal l er i e
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However, since there are no copyright restrictions or a valid form of artistic criticism,
art buyers must be careful not to pay a high price for counterfeits ( M: |l ssue 12,
2007: 50).

3.5 Abundance of urban jobs

It is interesting to note the multifaceted working lives of young people living in urban
areasNg_ y i nmportsthhtUrban dwellers, particularly young people, enter jobs
that were previously nonexent in Viét Nam.

Drawing on four examples, a description of uncommon and new jobs found in HCM

City is provided: 1) scanning the written press for the latest economic and real estate

market news and supplying businesses with an executive summary; 2 lsegiond

hand gadgets from web sites, and then proceeding to repair, restore andheasel)t
sending mass publicity byma i | and 4) purchasing Apremi umo
phone companies in bulk to resell t-hem ( Ngu
lance workers are portrayed as either web designers, English teachers hired by a
language school, and businesspeople (An Khanh L&, Issue 4, 2007: 39).

Numer ous exampl es ar e gi ven i n t he AnCareer
copywriters who are in charge of inventing and creating slogans and advertisement
concepts (ChiJjaooc®hng0)) samsesei 80Dants (Hi Qn L&
specialists i n customer service or publ i c
Number 2, 2007: 42) and headu nt er s ( Ng®* n  ng, | ssue 5, 200
in Box 15). These job profiles arecampanied by an assortment of photos of a modern

office environment and wetlressed women (some are reprints from foreign

magazines). Salaries for these kinds of jobs are good and range between 500 and 1200

USD per month depending on the occupation. Melmgilenges remain, however, such

as lack of professional training (trade schools do not exist yet in Viét Nam), the heavy

workload and long hours, competition and pressure.
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Box 15: Taking care of clients is not as simple task

ao

Ng* n ng, | ssue 7, 2007: 4-Thanhdiu@maPh @m)Yd an

The term fAaccountso is used to designate p
advertising companies. The hiring criteria of this position include ba&nggy (2533 years old),

having work experience in advertising and knowledge of English. The salary offered is quite hig
ranging between 700 and 1200 USD per month (in 2007). However, these are high pressure af

intensive positions.

Employees have ceived training in a variety of fields such as marketing, international relations
economics. Schools in HCM City have opened recently to offer training courses in this area. Vi
based companies account for only2@% of the advertising market taddn the future, they want to

capture a | arger share of the market, so t







4. URBAN POVERTY

The magazine does not devote as much space to report on urban poverty compared to

other themes (Table 5). eMertheless, it presents a fair amount of high quality
guantitative and qualitative research as well as interviews with scientists and deprived
individuals. There is also a regul d&f sectic
which deals with Usan poverty. Written in a satirical style, discussions focus on an
assortment of topics from rural migration to urban life. About half a page per issue in

l ength, the writer of the i r’radecquestioms cr it i
such as whais the ideal job for rural migrants. The answer is to become a hairdresser in
the street and nail a mirror into the wal/l

Table5:Number of articles addressing the theme il

In 2007 In 2008
Total number of articles on this theme 5 11
Average number of articles on this theme per is 0,3 0,6
Percentage of articles on this theme (%) 0,5 1,2

Total number of articles published per issue (average): 45

Discussions on poverty relwe around four topics. The first presents a profile of
disadvantaged urban populations. The second describes their jobs, including various
occupations in the informal economic sector, their homes and their activities. The third
examines the determiningd@rs of poverty and the last addresses the gap between the
rich and the poor.

4.1 Who are the disadvantaged people in urban areas?

According to the World Bank standards, people living on less than 2 USD per day are
considered poor. It is thus estimated thgp pr oxi mat ely 30% of Vi °t
is poor. A 2007 study conducted by the Central Institute for Economic Research showed
however that 10 or 11% of households across the country are poor, earning less than 1.5

#®L"ng gi.a ph” ', ph” gi.a | "ng, in Vietnamese
25Thisisasatiri(:alaIias.Themeaning of ALTO is rhetorical or theoretical, whi |
everyday activities
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USD per day (Ng ¢ Quy°n, Issue 12, 2007: 38)
part of the urban poor population, are not registered with local authorities. An article

appearing inNg _ vy i B ugdgddit sin 20042005, there. were 2.5 million

unregistered migrants. This group is growing at an average rate el 4% per year.

It is composed mostly of young people ageel35who are able to substantially

contribute to the workforce particularly with lowend service sectorjobs ( Tr fn Th_ c
Han, Isue 25, 2008: 12).

Long established urban households and residents of the urbanized periphery make up a
portion of the disadvantaged group (see also
areas, which have only recently merged with the central citytri@s 2, 7 and 9) the

popul ationdés way of | ife has remained the sa
the Sociology of Housing (Institute for Housing Research) shows that in only four of

the seven new urban districts of HCM City, the predominant@oanactivity is non

agricultural. The population therefore has essentially preserved its rural lifestyle. For

example, trenches are still in use to evacuate human waste. Conversely, 90% of the
population in one district has direct access to drinking watdkguy, n n_. ¢ Truyl/]r
Issue 23, 2008: 18).

4.2 Everyday life of disadvantaged people

Sever al articles featuredNgiwyitmausaodh®dindry Pr c
lives of people who work in the informal economic sector (namely, the low cost and

undermi d service sector) (lllustration 9a to d
(Phan Minh, | ssue 29, 2008: 26) or street v
2008: 26) (see Box 16). In addition, some trades are said to be new and exclugjve to b

cities, such as Areading the newspapero (Pht?
alcoholic beverageso (Anh T, Qu  c n nh, | s s

paid form of underground prostitution. The report draws attention to one caseavhere
girl had to work from 9 am to 6 pm, without being entitled to a permanent wage. Her
income is basically tips (typically 1000Q@0Q rfog a period of 45 minutes). As for girls
who are paid to accompany men during meals or meetings, their salary is roo@b0y

or 80000L Q rper day. They receive a gratuity based on how much they have drunk.
They are more likely to suffer from health problems and stigma.



Box16:Ear ni ng oneb6s |ivelihood in the summer
Nguy. n Anh T, (lIssusnunea r2i7z e d2 0aOn8dhanBi6a Q8| ®h &l dn) [

Every summer, vast numbers of children -(B years old) leave their native northern and cer
provinces for HCM City. They take up any kind of job to earn money to help their parents and p|
y e a tuithon fees. The nature of their work is based on their region of origin: those from Phua
|l ottery, those from Thanh H-a polish shoes

They live with extended family or rent out a room from their employee income ranges from 400
to 60000l Q rpegy day. They are occasionally abused, threatened or robbed, but they stay and
wor king in HCM City A... so that one day t

lllustration 9: Street side vendors: a) women selling household tools, b) food stall )
keeper, c¢) hair dresser, d) si ngeThanh#li QN, iPh&dmd HCM







































